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Throughout the Bible God values the quality of faithfulness, and actually punishes 
faithlessness. We just completed our 7th year here at the Mission Base. As we 
begin our 8th year, we want to introduce you to a few of the faithful people we 
have the pleasure to work with. 
 

   

                                    
7 years ago Gundino was in awful physical shape, with myriad health problems acquired from a 
hard life in the barrio. He came to work in the feeding program and has been the most faithful, 
rarely missing work. He chops and burns grass from the levees, gets into the ponds to harvest 
fish, and until recently even packed heavy chunks of clay and mud to build and widen levees. In 
the process, his health has improved significantly. His faithfulness is obviously pleasing to God.  
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Egor (true name Lito) was one of the first in the 
feeding program at the mission base in 2003. 
He was one of the most faithful in daily 
attendance, rarely missing a day. He 
volunteered for additional duties, guarding the 
ponds at night from July through the end of the 
harvest (Dec-Jan) to protect us from thieves. He 
has been a part of our Youth Ministry from the 
beginning, and has served as one of the 
officers. He led Bible Studies. When outsiders 
gossiped and ridiculed the ministry, Egor 
remained loyal and supported us. When some 
of his family members pressured him to attend 
their church, Egor remained steadfast. Just a 
few months ago Egor was accepted for training 
with a security guard company. He finished the 
training and is now working full time for that 
company. His character of faithfulness made 
room for him. 

This is Milo (age 72) and her husband 
Gundino (75). When we got here Milo worked 
as a clothes washer, but her hands were in 
constant pain. When we discovered her talent 
for growing things, we turned her loose at the 
mission base, the Prayer Garden and the 
church. Growing things is her passion. She is 
up early and out late making fruit, vegetables, 
trees and flowers grow. Here she and her 
husband work through the harvest of camote 
leaves. They are added as flavor to soup. 



 
 

 
 

 
All of these people have a more fulfilled life because they decided to put service 
to others above their own interests.  
 
Thank you as well, for your faithfulness in standing with us for the past 7+ years. 
Your friendship, prayers and financial support continues to bless us as we gather 
the harvest in the Philippines. 
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We affectionately call Merlie “Martha”. 
She takes no offense to it. Merlie is one of 
the bedrocks of the ministry. She is a 
prayer warrior, Women’s group leader, 
Bible Study teacher, etc. She is a 
mother/guide to the kids here (although 
her own children are all grown). She is an 
expert cook and organizes the food 
preparation for conferences, Youth Camp, 
etc. She has her own home nearby, but 
stays at the Mission Base full time to 
serve the Lord. When we are in the states, 
Merlie manages the Mission Base. She 
also sews. Here she is shown with a 
donated sewing machine (thank you, 
Miriam Willis). 

Mr. Reliable (Nonito) is Merlie’s 
husband. He is here nearly 24/7/365. If 
you need something, Nonito knows 
where to find it. He drives us on short 
trips either in a jeepney or tricycle 
(motorcycle with sidecar). He transports 
some people to and from church. He 
handles prayer meetings. If a Bible 
Study leader is gone, Nonito is the 
replacement. He guides and encourages 
the kids. He makes friends and shares 
the gospel wherever he goes. Probably 
the most amazing thing is, he keeps a 
great attitude, even when ours isn’t so 
sweet. He’s what a friend should be. 

From the left: Pastor Ray Kirkland, Ferj, Diana and Hernan 
Biron. 29 yrs. ago Ferj was a sickly teenager who attended a 
crusade in Iloilo held by Pastor Jack Harris. After prayer Ferj 
testified to a healing in his body. He went on to become a 
doctor, build a pharmaceutical company, eventually becoming 
a national congressman. His father became mayor of Barotac 
Nuevo on Panay Island. Mr. & Mrs. Biron remain thankful and 
devoted to the Lord, and helped sponsor another Jack Harris 
crusade in 2008. During the recent political season Ferj and 
Hernan ran for re-election, and Hernan Jr. ran for councilor of 
his district. During his April mission trip, Pastor Ray and a 
team traveled to the Biron home and prayed for their safety 
and success. All 3 candidates won by large margins. They are 
proven faithful to serve the people, and in their service to God. 



 
God’s abundant blessings to you all 

Prayer Requests 
 
> We have intercessory prayer at 5:30 daily. If you have a need, email us and we 
will include your request. 
 
> Pray for the healing of Patricia Carroll’s hip. 
 
> Continue to pray for a miracle healing of Pastor Alden Santillan, who is at home, 
recovering from a brain clot. 
 
> Pray for (a) the completion of the Bible Institute building, and (b) a large batch 
of new students for the opening of our 2nd school year this June. 
 
> Pray for wisdom for Elsie and me in dealing with all the issues, people and 
personalities we encounter. 
 
> Pray that God's Word and power will flow through us, and that the Holy Spirit will 
at the same time open the hearts of the people to receive the full Gospel of Christ. 
 
> Pray that the Word of the Lord will spread rapidly and that He will be glorified.  
 
> Pray that more leaders and workers will emerge as this ministry continues to 
expand. 
 
> Pray for God’s financial provision to sustain our work monthly. 
 
 
If you want to sow seed into good ground, you can send a check to  
New Life In Jesus Ministries,  
P.O. Box 14011,  
Tumwater, WA  98511-4011 
And visit www.newlifeinjesusministries.webs.com 
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Or www.nlijm.blogspot.com 

http://www.newlifeinjesusministries.webs.com/
http://www.nlijm.blogspot.com/
http://www.nlijm.blogspot.com/

