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Rom 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

 
CHANGING LIVES – Ringgo part 1 

 
 
Ringgo was born and raised right here in Tabao, the eldest of 12 children. His mother 
supported the family by getting up in the middle of the night, buying fish at the local 
commission, then walking several miles to sell the fish. For many years Ringgo’s father 
did not work, spending much of his day drinking and chain smoking. When Ringgo was 
in grade four he began working as a fisherman after school to help support the family. 
But during the storm season frequently there is no fishing, and he recalls many days 
when there was nothing to eat. 
 
Ringgo began his drinking career when he was a senior in high school. After graduation 
he worked his way through a two year general radio operator’s course. His father had 
obtained work as a secretary for the local municipal mayor, and because of his father’s 
connections Ringgo was hired to work at night as a radio operator for the municipality. 
But after one year his father made him quit because Ringgo would frequently be 
intoxicated or passed out on duty and it was bringing disgrace to his father. 
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Ringgo had no spiritual life, other than participating in the annual holiday celebrations 
during December, and again for Easter. One time he decided it would be nice to be in 



front of many people and be popular and admired like the priest was, so he told his 
father he wanted to go to seminary. His father refused, because seminary was ten years 
long and too expensive to afford. 
 
Ringgo worked for a wealthy man for three years, raising fighting cocks and taking them 
to fighting events in different places around the country. He moderated his drinking 
during cockfight events, but afterward would drink heavily. He made a lot of money, but 
gambled and drank most of it away. Ringgo would be away from home for as much as a 
year at a time. Once when he went home and realized that his son did not know him, he 
decided to quit that line of work. 
 
After that, Ringgo went back to fishing, the mainstay of the local economy. Because of 
the dangers of night fishing on a sail boat, he was “reasonably” sober at work. His 
relationship with his wife was turbulent though, because if he was not working, he was 
either drinking with friends or sleeping. One morning his wife told him she was tired of 
always having to carry a bucket several blocks to get water for their large ceramic water 
container. Ringgo’s response was to break the container and say “See? Now you don’t 
have to carry water.” 
 
Ringgo’s wife began attending services at our first small chapel. He admits he was the 
“number one persecutor” of that church. He would stir a very smelly fish mixture near 
the church to make people ill. He would take an empty cooking oil can and pound on it 
to disrupt the services. When the pastor would talk to him about coming to church 
Ringgo would mock him. When his wife would ask him to attend with him he refused. 
 
To be continued next month….. 
 
 
 
 
One Sunday after the worship service 
In Tabao we took several people to  
Mt. Zion Center, our outreach near the 
Canlaon Volcano. Our hosts Julie and 
Jing-Jong Gonzaga hold an afternoon 
service, and we had the privilege of 
worshipping with them and conducting 
the first child dedication since this 
work started several years ago. Here 
are the nine children, their parents 
and sponsors. 
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It doesn’t seem that long, 
but in September Care 
Ministries International 
finished its 4 month 
“Uplift” program in Tabao. 
Here we see the 
graduates at the 
ceremony and 
celebration. They have 
completed segments of 
Christian Values, Health, 
and Livelihood. Most 
important is how they 
translate their learning 
into their personal living. 

The typhoons that have 
been battering the 
northern Philippines have 
also affected us here on 
Negros Island. The storms 
knocked down several of 
our fences, but the Lord 
kept the ponds from 
overflowing. Here you can 
see our cement bridge, 
which normally sits two 
feet above the water line.  

Our chapel in 
Barrio Miranda did 
not fare as well as 
the fishponds. One 
of the storms 
knocked it down, 
and damaged the 
owner’s fence. But 
with God’s wisdom, 
a little Filipino 
ingenuity and 
some manpower, 
we were able to 
upright the chapel 
and have it ready 
for the Sunday 
worship service. 



 
God’s abundant blessings to you all 

Elsie & Chuck 
Also visit:  www.newlifeinjesusministries.webs.com or visit New Life In Jesus 
Ministries on Facebook. 

Prayer Requests 
 
We have intercessory prayer at 5:30 a.m.  daily. If you have a need, email us and 
we will include your request. 
 

 The entire country has suffered death, flood, property and crop destruction 
by tropical storms.  Please pray for dryer weather throughout the country. 

 
 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem and the security of Israel. 

 
 Pray that God will protect the Philippine military and give them success in 

neutralizing the communist and al-Qaeda terrorists operating here.  
 

 Pray for God’s financial provision to sustain our work monthly. 
 

 Please pray that the finances for our building projects will come in so we can 
begin construction of the permanent sanctuary, and the complete the chapel 
being built in the Prayer Garden for the Sertisa neighborhood. 

 
If you want to help, you can send a check to  
New Life In Jesus Ministries,  
P.O. Box 14011,  
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Tumwater, WA  98511-4011 
 

http://www.newlifeinjesusministries.webs.com/
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